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Disclaimer  
This report has been produced by S.A.P Ecology & Environmental Ltd on behalf of our contracted client for the purpose outlined in section 2.1.  No part of 

this report can be modified or replicated without the express written consent of S.A.P Ecology & Environmental Ltd.  Should this document or any part of it 

be used outside of its intended purpose  

S.A.P Ecology & Environmental Ltd accept no liability.   

The information, results and observations recorded within this document were accurate at the time of survey.  We accept no liability for any errors or activities 

and changes to the survey area which may have occurred post survey.  

S.A.P Ecology & Environmental Ltd will submit any records of protected species to the appropriate biological records centre on an annual basis. 
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1. Summary  

1.1 Executive Summary  

Moffat Community Woodland Project propose to upgrade the existing path network and construct additional cycle paths at Gallowhill Wood, Moffat.   

The proposal is currently going through consultation.   

S.A.P. Ecology and Environmental Ltd were commissioned to undertake a site walkover and desk study of the site, paying specific attention to protected 

species such as bats and badgers.  The JNCC Phase 1 Habitat Survey methodology was used for mapping and habitat classification purposes.  

The desk study returned records of bat, badger, red squirrel, merlin, fieldfare, redwing, brambling and common crossbill within 1km. Daubenton’s bat, 

Natterer’s bat, Noctule, Common pipistrelle, Soprano pipistrelle, Brown long-eared bat and Merlin are listed on the Dumfries & Galloway Local Biodiversity 

Action Plan.  

A site visit was carried out on 14th September 2017 which recorded three Phase 1 habitat types; plantation broadleaved woodland, recently-felled 

coniferous woodland and bare ground.  The presence of roe deer and robin were also recorded during the survey. In addition, one disused badger set, 

two confirmed tree roosts for bats, and further trees which have bat roost potential were recorded.   

The proposed works will include the disturbance of grounds along the existing footpath, the areas where the new bike track will be placed and the 

construction footprint of the storage shed.  For these reasons specific recommendations have been made with regard to bats, badgers, red squirrels, 

breeding birds and reptiles.    

 Recommendations  

The following recommendations have been made with regard to the habitats and species recorded on site and the potential of those habitats to support 

protected species and species of conservation concern:  

 A minimum of a ground level tree assessment is carried out by a licenced bat ecologist if any trees are likely to be impacted by the proposed works;  

 A pre-works check is carried out to look for signs of recent badger activity prior to any works within 30m of the recorded sett;  

 Any trees due for disturbance/removal are checked for dreys by an ecologist prior to works commencing; 

 Felling/delimbing of trees is avoided where red squirrels are present and whilst dreys are occupied by young (March-October) where this is likely to 

significantly impact on the local red squirrel population; 

 New planting of broadleaves avoids larger seeded species which can encourage grey squirrels into an area;   



 

 

 If any works impacting trees are to be undertaken during the bird breeding season (March – September, inclusive) a breeding bird check be undertaken 

by an ecologist prior to works commencing on site; 

 Care should be taken to ensure that reptiles are not harmed:  

 Any areas suitable for reptile hibernation should not be disturbed between October – February; 

 For works during March – September, grasses should be strimmed to a height of 100mm and debris moved by hand to enable reptiles to be seen and 

allowed to move away from ground work.  

  

    

2. Introduction  

 Project background  

Moffat Community Woodland Project (MCWP) are currently seeking to carry out improvements to the current path infrastructure at Gallowhill Wood, 

Moffat. These works will include the construction of an equipment compound, path upgrades where required and the addition of cycle tracks.   

These proposals will be collectively referred to as the ‘development’ in the remainder of this document.   

The development will be located on an area of land known as Gallow Hill (Grid reference NT08608 06498) on the northern edge of the town of Moffat, 

1.5 miles northeast of the M74.  Gallows hill will be referred to as the ‘site’ for the remainder of this document.     

 Project brief  

MCWP, commissioned S.A.P Ecology & Environmental Ltd to carry out a protected species survey of the site.  The brief was to:  

Undertake a protected species survey of the area of Gallows Hill highlighted for use by the MCWP;  

Record all habitats present within the survey area and assess their potential to support protected species and species of conservation concern;  

  Specifically look for evidence of protected species using the site with specific reference to badgers and bats, which have been highlighted during 

public consultation;  

  Carry out a desk study, including the purchase and collation of third party records of statutory and nonstatutory designated sites within 2km of 

the study area & records of protected species and species of conservation concern within 1km of the study area;  

 Produce a detailing the methodology, results, a discussion of any legal and planning policy issues and our recommendations for how these may 

be overcome; 

 Appropriate digitised mapping.  



 

 

 Limitations  

The survey was undertaken at the correct time of year for flowering plants (late April – October) therefore it is felt that there are no limitations to species 

identification.  Trees were in full leaf meaning that not all limbs were visible and therefore potential rot characteristics could not be seen.  

A full ground level tree assessment was not carried out on all trees and will be required should the woodland or any trees be impacted by the development.  

The desk study data is derived from information submitted by members of the public and therefore should not be taken as a definitive list of the species 

present in the local area.   

    
3. Methodology  

 Desk Study  

Biological records were requested from the South West of Scotland Environmental Information Centre (SWSEIC) for records of protected species and 

species of conservation concern within 1km of the site, and records of statutory and non-statutory sites with 2km of the site.   

 Field Survey  

A protected species survey, comprising an Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey was carried on all land within the defined ‘red line boundary’ (Figure 1).    

The survey was completed following the standard methods as detailed in the Guide for Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (CIEEM, 2013) and in line with 

the JNCC guidelines for Phase 1 Habitat Survey.  Phase 1 habitat survey is a standard technique for rapidly assessing large areas for specific habitats and 

providing baseline data.  Specific attention was given to signs of the potential presence of protected species.    

Trees within the site were assessed as to the potential of these trees to support protected species.   

Incidental records of fauna were made during the field survey; however, no official faunal survey has been carried out at this time.   

 Surveyors  

Field surveys were undertaken on the 14th September 2017 by Stephen Parkin BSc (Hons).  

  



 

 

4. Results  

 Desk Study  

Records were received from South West of Scotland Environmental Information Centre; this section provides a summary of this search.  

International & National Designated Sites  

There are no internationally designated sites or nationally designated sites within 2km of the site.  

Statutory designated sites  

No statutory designated sites were found within 2km of the survey area.  

Protected Species & Species of Conservation Concern  

The data search recorded protected species and species of conservation concern within 2km of the site and are summarised in table 1.  Only species 

records for the past 10 years have been included in the summary table.  

Table 1: Protected species & Species of Conservation concern within 2km of centre of the site.  

Common Name  Scientific Name  

Designation   

Distance from Site (m)  
   

  WCA Sch 1, 5, 8 or 9  DGLBAP  BBOC   

  Mammals    

Whiskered Bat  Myotis mystacinus  Sch 5      1973  

Daubenton’s Bat  Myotis daubentonii  Sch 5      1581  

Natterer’s Bat  Myotis nattereri  Sch 5      251  

Noctule Bat  Nyctalus noctula  Sch 5      303  

Common pipistrelle  Pipistrellus pipistrellus  Sch 5      251  

Soprano pipistrelle  Pipistrellus pygmaeus  Sch 5      251  

Brown Long-eared Bat  Plecotus auritus  Sch 5      303  

Eurasian Badger  Meles meles        78  

Eurasian Red Squirrel  Sciurus vulgaris        0  



 

 

  Birds    

Whooper Swan  Cygnus cygnus        1580  

Garganey  Anas querquedula       Amber  1581  

Merlin  Falco columbarius        0  

Fieldfare  Turdus pilaris       Red  700  

Redwing  Turdus iliacus       Red  700  

Brambling  Fringilla montifringilla        700  

Common Crossbill  Loxia curvirostra        0  

WCA = Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) as amended.  

DGLBAP = Dumfries & Galloway Local Biodiversity Action Plan  

BOCC = Birds of Conservation Concern, Amber or Red List  

  

  Field Survey  

Three phase 1 habitats were recorded during the field survey:  

 Plantation Broadleaved Woodland (PBW); 

 Recently-felled Coniferous Woodland (RCW); 

     Bare Ground (BG).  

 

Plantation Broadleaved Woodland (PBW 1-2)  

PBW1 was recorded in the isolated strip to the west of the site (figure 2).  This area is also the main access to the larger site beyond, along an existing 

footpath. The dominant species within PBW1 is mature Common beech (Fagus sylvatica) interspersed with occasional Sessile oak (Quercus petraea), 

Silver birch (Betula pendula) and Rowan (Sorbus aucuparia). The ground is dominated by a thick layer of leaf litter with beech regeneration, Holly (Ilex 

aquifolium), Bramble (Rubus fruticoses) and fern throughout.  



 

 

 

A selection of the mature beech trees within PBW1 were chosen at random and quickly assessed for their suitability to support protected species.  A large 

proportion of these trees recorded potential roosting features (PRF) for bats including cracks, cavities and occlusions. The features on one of these trees 

was accessible from the ground and recorded bat droppings within the cavity (plate 2).  This tree is considered a confirmed bat roost and is therefore of 

high importance within the woodland.   

  

Plate  1 :   Image of  PBW1 .   



 

 

 

Plate 2: Image of roost feature containing bat droppings in mature beech tree.  

  

PBW2 was situated in the southern area of the development and also on the eastern and western boundaries.  The dominant species include Common 

beech, Sessile oak, Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus) and Silver birch (plate 3). The understorey recorded beech regeneration, Rowan, Holly and Bracken 

(Pteridium aquilinum).   

  

  



 

 

 

Evidence of a badger latrine containing fresh scats was recorded within the eastern extent of this habitat (figure 2) with no sign of badger holes or runs 

in the area. An inactive badger sett comprising nine holes was recorded within the western extent adjacent to the existing footpath. These holes were 

filled with leaf litter with no evidence for recent activity.  

  

Plate  3 :  Image of  PBW2 .   



 

 

 

Plate 4: Image of badger latrine.                                                        Plate 5: Image of badger sett entrances.  

A number of mature trees within PBW2 recorded PRF which are suitable for bats. One such feature accessible from ground level was identified within a 

Beech tree and contained bat droppings (plate 6, figure 2).  This tree is a confirmed bat roost and therefore of great importance within the woodland.   

  

       



 

 

 

  

Recently-felled Coniferous Woodland (RCW)  

RCW was recorded in the central and northern area of the development and comprises the majority of the site (plate 7).  This clear-felled area has recently 

been partially replanted with Norway spruce (Picea abies) to the north and areas of broadleaves including Sessile oak, Rowan, Elder (Sambucus nigra), 

Silver birch and Downy birch (Betula pubescens) to the east and west (plate 8). Occasional mature beech and Sessile oak trees have been retained within 

this habitat.   

The dominant species include Silver birch, Rosebay willowherb (Chamaenerion angustifolium) and wild raspberry (Rubus idaeus) with patches of Common 

rush (Juncus effusus), Gorse (Ulex europaeus), Bramble, Broom (Cytisus scoparius), False Oat-grass (Arrhenatherum elatius), Yorkshire fog (Holcus lanatus), 

Meadow-grass (Poa trivialis) and heather (Calluna vulgaris). Natural regeneration of Sitka spruce (Picea sitchensis) and European larch (Larix decidua) was 

also recorded in localised areas within this habitat.  

  

Plate  6 :  Image of bat roost within tree cavity (PBW 2).   



 

 

 

Plate 7:  Image of RCW with birch regeneration.                                 Plate 8: Image of RCW with planted broadleaves.  

Bare Ground (BG)  

Bare ground was recorded along the paths around the development, cutting through the other recorded habitats. These areas comprise of formation 

track cleared by an excavator, exposing the bedrock beneath (plate 9).  

       



 

 

 

Fauna  
Any wildlife seen or heard during the survey was recorded and are detailed below:  

 Roe deer (Capreolus capreolus)  

 European Robin (Erithacus rubecula)   

 

5. Discussion, Recommendations & relevant legislation  

 Statutory & Non-statutory sites  

There are no statutory designated or local non-statutory local wildlife sites recorded within 2km of the site.  

 Protected Habitats  

The majority of the site is dominated by either Plantation Broadleaved Woodland or Recently-felled Coniferous Woodland.   

In order to determine the ecological importance of the habitats which are present on site, they have been assessed against the DGLBAP and in addition, 

their potential to support protected species.  Details are provided in table 2.  

  

Plate  9 :  Image of Bare Ground.   



 

 

Table 2: Habitats present onsite and their ecological importance.  

Habitat  DGLBAP  Protected Species Potential?  

Plantation Broadleaved Woodland  X    

Recently-felled Coniferous Woodland  X    

Bare Ground  X  X  

  

There are no protected habitats within the survey area.  

 Protected Species  

Bats  

The desk study highlighted the presence of multiple bat species within 1km of the site.  Natterers bat, Noctule, Soprano and Common pipistrelle and 

Brown Long-eared bats have been recorded within the survey area itself.     

The field survey recorded multiple mature broadleaf trees present on site which have been identified as providing potential roosting opportunities for 

bats. Two trees were also recorded as confirmed roosts as the features present were at a height to be inspected and contained bat droppings.  Linear 

pathways such as tracks, field boundaries and woodland edges, which are also present on site, provide excellent communing and foraging opportunities.  

All bat species in the UK are protected from killing, injury and roost disturbance by both national and international law, in the form of the Wildlife and 

Countryside act (1981) as amended.  In Scotland, they receive protection under the Conservation (Habitats &c) Regulations 1994.    

It is recommended that:  

 a minimum of a ground level tree assessment is carried out by a licenced bat ecologist on any trees likely to be impacted by the proposed 

development.  

Badgers  

The broadleaf woodland provides suitable habitat for badgers.  The area to the east where the latrine was recorded is likely to be from badgers entering 

the site from the adjacent fields as no evidence of setts or badger activity was recorded in the local area with the exception of the inactive sett to the 



 

 

west. At the time of survey, these sett entrances were filled with leaves with no evidence of recent activity seen. Due to its close proximity to the existing 

footpath, it is unlikely that badgers would return due to the level of disturbance and the ground level funnelling surface water towards the closest of the 

sett entrances.  

Badgers are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, (as amended) and the Protection of Badgers Act 1992 (as amended).  The Act is 

primarily based on the need to protect badgers from baiting and deliberate harm or injury.  This statute makes it an offence to:  

 wilfully kill, injure, take, possess, or cruelly ill-treat a badger, or attempt to do so; 

 interfere with a sett by damaging or destroying it; 

 obstruct access to, or any entrance of, a badger sett; 

 or disturb a badger when it is occupying a sett.  

It is recommended that:  

 a pre-works check is carried out to look for signs of badger activity prior to any works within 30m of the recorded sett.  

If activity is recorded, a licence will be required from Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) for works that may cause disturbance to a badger or involves the 

damage or destruction of a sett.  

Birds  

All habitats present on site have the potential to support breeding birds.  Regardless of species, all birds, their nests and their eggs are protected from 

damage or destruction under the Wildlife and Countryside act 1981, as amended.   

In addition, the desk study highlighted the presence of Merlin within the development area. The merlin is listed on Schedule 1 of the Wildlife & Countryside 

Act 1981, which affords special protection at all times.  It is an offence to take, injure or kill a merlin or to take, damage or destroy its nest, eggs or young. 

It is also an offence to intentionally or recklessly disturb the birds at or close to their nest during the breeding season.  

It is recommended that:  

 if any works impacting trees are to be undertaken during the bird breeding season (March – September, inclusive) a breeding bird check be 

undertaken by an ecologist prior to works commencing on site.    

Red Squirrels  

Suitable habitat for red squirrels is present in the form of mature broadleaf woodland providing both potential for nesting and an ample food source.  

Although red squirrels were not recorded during the survey, they have been recorded historically within the development area.    



 

 

Red Squirrels and their dreys (resting places) receive full protection under Schedules 5 and 6 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). Red 

Squirrels are also listed in the DGLBAP.  

It is an offence to intentionally or recklessly;  

kill, injure or take a red squirrel;  

damage, destroy or obstruct access to a drey or any other structure or place which a red squirrel uses for shelter or protection;  

   disturb a red squirrel when it is occupying a structure or place for shelter or protection.  

It is recommended that:  

any trees due for disturbance/removal are checked for dreys by an ecologist prior to works commencing; 

felling/delimbing of trees is avoided where red squirrels are present and whilst dreys are occupied by young (March-October) where this is likely 

to significantly impact on the local red squirrel population;  

   new planting of broadleaves avoids larger seeded species which can encourage grey squirrels into an area.    

Reptiles  

The habitats present on site, particularly the transitional zones between habitats, have the potential to support numbers of both Adder (Vipera berus) 

and common lizard (Zootoca vivipara).  The desk study did not highlight records within 2km of the site, however a 5km search recorded seven records for 

adder and eight for common lizard.  The development site is an isolated habitat and is separated from these records by the M74.  Both species are 

protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).   It is an offense to:  

 Intentionally or recklessly kill or injure an adder or common lizard;  

 Trade (sale, barter, exchange, or advertise to buy) an adder or common lizard.  

It is recommended that:  

 A precautionary approach be undertaken, and that if works occur between October – February, areas particularly suitable for reptile hibernation 

be avoided.  Suitable hibernacula tend to be underground and include tree root systems, dense grasses and mammal burrows.  

 If works occur during the reptile active period, any tall grasses should first be strimmed to a height of 100mm to ensure that reptiles can be seen 

and have the opportunity to move from the areas to be impacted.  Any refugia which is removed and has hibernation potential should be utilised 

elsewhere on site to ensure the provision is there in the future. Ecological advice should be sought for appropriate siting of hibernacula.      

https://www.snh.scot/professional-advice/safeguarding-protected-areas-and-species/protected-species/legal-framework/wildlife-and-countryside-act-1981
https://www.snh.scot/professional-advice/safeguarding-protected-areas-and-species/protected-species/legal-framework/wildlife-and-countryside-act-1981
https://www.snh.scot/professional-advice/safeguarding-protected-areas-and-species/protected-species/legal-framework/wildlife-and-countryside-act-1981


 

 

6. Conclusion  
The protected species survey confirmed the past and present use of the site by both bats and badger. In addition, the site has habitats present that will 

support breeding populations of reptiles, red squirrels and breeding birds.  In the instance that the habitats are going to be disturbed by the proposed 

works, recommendations have been made to minimise the risk of disturbing protected species, including the provision of pre-works checks and further 

survey.  Subject to the recommendations being followed, the development should be compliant with relevant legislation with regard to habitats and 

protected species.   
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